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Candid, awkward and very
recognisable

Cordelia
ILAH

Cordelia is a self-reflective, yearning, image-conscious woman
with a robust temperament and a big heart. She makes you laugh
with her frankness and awkwardness, and her musings about life
are oh so recognisable. Cordelia is a little similar to her author,
Ilah, but then again, she isn’t. She is that part of Ilah that she has in
common with all women. Women who want to be understood, who
want to be sex objects and be praised for their acute intelligence,
and meanwhile continually doubt all of that as well.

This comic book’s recognisability has a
comforting effect that radiates a warm
feeling of gratitude.
KNACK

Ilah portrays relationships between men and women in a way that
says more than an exhaustive analysis. She doesn’t need much
more than a simple thought or remark to display a great variety of
feelings, from frustration and irritation to sincere astonishment. 

Her short comics are both candid and subtle, true-to-life and
dramatically adapted, apparently nonchalant and virtuoso, modest
and self-assured. Ilah’s slick austerity is the perfect graphic style
for her favourite subjects, such as love, sex, steak and fries and
glasses of wine.

Ilah’s feel for timing and particularly her
attention to the precise use of words is
exceptional.
FOCUS KNACK

AUTHOR

Ilah (°1971), the pseudonym (and acronym) of

Inge Liesbeth Alfonsina Heremans, is one of
Flanders’ most famous cartoonists. She
made her name with comics and graphic
columns for two quality Flemish newspapers
and a handful of magazines. Her best-known
character is Cordelia, whose experiences
have also been collected in book form. She
describes her work as ‘semi-
autobiographical’.
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