An abundance of colour you can’t
stop looking at

It's a Great Big
Colourtul
World

TOM SCHAMP

On waking, Otto the cat wonders why everything is so grey. Calm
Leon shares with Otto the charm of the many different shades of
grey, and shows him that plenty of beautiful things are grey. From
this, the chameleon takes him on a journey through the world of
colour. This Encyclopaedia Otto-colorista is a feast for the eyes:
after the restrained grey, black and white, we discover extravagant
colours. From the yellow submarine to an orange tiger in Orange
County, from a red fire engine to pink flamingos, from the Blues to
dinosaurs in Greenland and Brown Eyed Girls, Schamp illustrates
each colour with two spreads filled with objects and characters.
And on each page the reader can try to find Calm Leon and Otto
who adapt to the predominant colour. In the end, all the colours
come together for a journey through the four seasons.

CUTTING EDGE, ON 'SHOW & TELL ME THE WORLD'

Like his previous work, ‘It’s a Great Big Colourful World'’ is
another typical Tom Schamp: the pages are a riot of colour and
detail and there is always something new to discover. Schamp also
slips puns, allusions and references to other illustrators (no book
about colours should be without Elmer) into his work, so as well as
a wonderful book for children to explore, it will elicit plenty of
laughs from adults.
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Tom Schamp (b. 1970) has developed a style
all of his own, using acrylic paint on
cardboard. His work is very colourful and his
pages are often crammed full of people,
animals and vehicles, offering the reader
many hours of fun as they try to spot all of
the details. He rarely uses pastel colours and
prefers dark and rich shades. Schamp’s
illustrations are full of absurdities, allusions
and wordplay, which makes them a feast for
the eyes. Photo © Eric Lowie
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