The family you love to hate
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Trilogy
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From their rapid ascent to the top of the Vatican to their
downfall: no barbarity or form of nepotism is too cruel for the
Borgias. The family, seemingly full of joy and humour, inhabits a
world filled with parties and so-called fun. Slowly this degrades
into a dangerous routine where fun and booze are needed to hide
the distrust, fear and terror amongst them. But soon, despite

wishing to hold it all together, everything begins to fall apart.

DE STANDAARD

The Borgias’ way of life is not exclusive to the Italian
Renaissance. The similarities with today’s world are evident: the
childish impatience, the lack of responsibility and the “don’t care,
don’t ask” attitude. Still, it was not so much the murder and
intrigue that captivated Van Tourhout and prompted the many
years of research for this fascinating theatre trilogy, but the
family’s will to control the world despite all the sacrifices. In a
strange way the characters become heroic, but on the other hand
we must also judge their actions. This paradox gives meaning to

the whole trilogy: we love the monster just as we hate it.
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Benjamin Van Tourhout (b. 1977) is an actor,
director, playwright and researcher. He has
played various roles in television series and in
Eric de Volder’s Toneelgroep Ceremonia. In
2003 Van Tourhout became artistic manager
and director of Toneelgroep NUNC, for which
he wrote and directed ‘Raisonnez’, ‘Evariste’,
the ‘Borgia Trilogy’ and ‘Elk Alleen’. Van
Tourhout has been a lecturer in
Drama/Theatre, Creative Writing and History
and a researcher at LUCA School of Arts and
KU Leuven since 2005. In 2018 he was
awarded his Ph.D. for his thesis ‘Hybrid
Heroes and Ambiguous Empathy’.
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