GRAPHIC NOVELS

Toxic masculinity in pastel tints

Assholes

BRAM ALGOED & MICAH STAHL

Simon Kennedy and Chuck Atkins are well-known TV
presenters. With their bleached teeth, dyed hair and overly
bronzed skin they’re trying to look as young as they did twenty
years ago. In the course of an 18-hole round of golf, they endlessly
spew out vile remarks — denigrating the caddy, ethnic minorities
and especially women. These sexist, racist jocks are utterly
repellent in every way, yet Bram Algoed and Micah Stahl keep
managing to make them seem a little bit human... until you turn
the page and Simon and Chuck once again cross every line of

decency.

Shameless locker-room banter, portrayed
with impressive visual style

CUTTING EDGE

Algoed’s minimalist illustrations pare this portrait of toxic
masculinity down to the essence. The soft pastel tints clash
painfully with the utterances of the two main characters, each
desperate to prove to the other that he’s a real man. The
deceptively simple style gains its strength from the thoughtful
use of colour and white spaces. ‘Assholes’ is outrageous,

repulsive, disturbing and downright hilarious.

At times tragic, at times outrageous, but
always funny
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Bram Algoed (b. 1989) is an illustrator and
author of graphic novels from Brussels. When
he’s not drawing, he jumps on his bike or holes
up in a cinema. Algoed’s drawings are
minimalistic, reminiscent of the ‘ligne claire’
style pioneered by Hergé. Combined with an
exciting narrative, this yields surprising results.
Photo (c) Bram Algoed Micah Stahl (b. 1986) is a
writer, illustrator and animator living in Los
Angeles. He has contributed to Adult Swim’s
‘Smalls’, a series of quirky animated shorts.
His work is characterized by oddball and
irreverent humour rooted in strong
storytelling.
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