FICTION

A compelling and kaleidoscopic
story about loss, love and growing
older

The Event
PETER TERRIN
‘The Event’ is a masterful frame story by Peter Terrin in which
tales of love, loss and growing older subtly flow into one another.
At the centre are Willem, an elderly bestselling author, and
Juliette, his assistant, a single, middle-aged woman. The writer has
become almost blind towards the end of his life and he dictates his
novels to Juliette. After his death, Willem leaves the recordings for
his final novel to his beloved assistant, along with the task of
finishing the book. Following its publication, Femke, Willem’s
young wife, takes Juliette to court. Willem has the final word, after
his consciousness is digitally reproduced by scientists.

AUTHOR

You don’t need metaphorical excesses
when you can write like Peter Terrin. *****
NRC HANDELSBLAD

The main story in ‘The Event’ is interspersed with short chapters
that read like parts of Willem’s final manuscript, in which we
encounter a diversity of characters. Terrin’s evocative depictions
and eye for detail prompt the reader to join the fraught search for
Frederik’s dog on a cold Christmas Eve, to look mildly upon Daniel
as, in front of the bedroom mirror, he dresses up as his wife who
has dementia, or to support Kurt’s plan to kidnap his old classmate
Rosa. Terrin deploys his talent for empathy in a battle to achieve
intimate contact with the reader. In just a few words, he succeeds
in illuminating great themes distilled from small human lives.
Peter Terrin has become known as an inimitable literary stylist
who in his controlled use of language elevates details to create
filmic scenes. With the loose ends of each chapter he weaves a
kaleidoscopic story about the human quest for connection. It
makes ‘The Event’ a captivating and comforting book that will stay
with the reader for a long time.

Peter Terrin (b. 1968) writes novels and
short stories. His breakthrough came in
2010, when he won the European Union
Prize for Literature with The Guard, which
was translated in more than 10 languages. It
was followed by the bestselling Post Mortem,
centred on the author’s daughter who
suffered a stroke, and Monte Carlo, a short
novel about heroism and the desire to be
recognized. In the suspense
novel Patricia (2018) a woman attempts to
return to her son, husband and home that
she left in an unattended moment. Terrin's
work is regularly linked to renowned
predecessors such as Kafka, Murakami and
Carver.
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