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Can you escape your fate?

Daughter of
Doom
JEAN-CLAUDE VAN RIJCKEGHEM
Denmark, 870 AD. Yrsa is a tough Viking girl with a club foot who
won’t let herself be pushed around. She turns out to be a seer,
which makes her even more of an outsider. When her father and
his men return from a raid with a nun, who’s also a king’s
granddaughter, Yrsa is tasked with looking after the hostage. The
two girls and everything they believe in couldn’t be more different.
And yet, slowly a friendship develops between Yrsa and Sister Job.
When the nun is raped and she and Yrsa leave the perpetrator for
dead, they’re forced to flee. Can they escape the wrath of Yrsa’s
clan? Can they escape their fate?

AUTHOR

One of the most extraordinary YA novels of
the year ****
DE STANDAARD

‘Daughter of Doom’ is a cinematic adventure novel in which two
women hold their own at a time when this was anything but a
given. Jean-Claude van Rijckeghem has created two beautiful
characters, who are deeply rooted in their respective faiths. Both
Yrsa and Job are convinced that fate is unavoidable, each in their
own way, and yet they manage to find their own path in life. Van
Rijckeghem peppers the story with action and suspense, but never
at the expense of depth. The occasional humour is a nice finishing
touch. A remarkable book about fate, faith and free will, in vivid
language.

A compelling historical adventure full of
exciting, filmic scenes. Van Rijckeghem
proves yet again that he’s one of the best
writers in the genre.
TROUW

Jean-Claude van Rijckeghem (b. 1963) has
written and produced many feature films in
Belgium, including the Cannes Critics’ Week
winner ‘Moscow, Belgium’. For some time, he
and Pat Van Beirs formed a successful
writing duo that created acclaimed and
prize-winning historical novels. Van
Rijckeghem is widely praised for his vibrant
language. Photo © Koen Broos
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