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Exactly half a century ago, a number of influential scientists and

other thinkers predicted that the world was heading for

catastrophe within the next couple of decades: depletion of the

earth’s natural resources, ever-increasing pollution of air and

water, an unstoppable population explosion, a dangerous and

growing hole in the ozone layer. Their warning was stark and

simple: we had to put an end to economic growth, or we would all

be heading for a cataclysm. And yet, today poverty and hunger

are at their lowest-ever levels worldwide, pollution has

dramatically improved, the ozone layer is restored, and no

natural resource is about to be depleted; the last five decades

have been the best-ever for our species by almost any measure. So

why did these doom-mongers turn out to be so wrong? How

exactly did we manage to avert the predicted calamity?

In this provocative and wide-ranging book, philosopher of

science Maarten Boudry explains how we can solve our current

climate crisis. We need to escape the ideological dogmas and

taboos of mainstream climate activism, which today presents a

bigger obstacle to effective climate policy than the remaining

‘climate sceptics’ who deny there’s a problem in the first place.

We urgently need a different, more rational and pragmatic

approach, embracing technological and economic solutions that

actually work. If we want to solve climate change, we have to

think big and bold, we have to resist the lure of false remedies

that have been tried for at least half a century, and we have to

keep our heads cool. If we manage to do all that, we can make the

next half-century even better than the previous one, for all of

humanity and for nature.
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