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Intimate road trip full of
extraordinary meetings

When Raaf
Turned Left
EVELIEN DE VLIEGER & KARST-
JANNEKE ROGAAR

Raaf has had a bad day at school and yet again his mother has
disappeared. So when the bell goes, he decides not to head straight
home. He turns left instead of right. It’s the start of a remarkable
road trip. Without meaning to, Raaf gets further and further from
his house, meeting all kinds of people along the way: a punk girl, a
man who secretly lives in a warehouse, a police dog and its handler,
a pizza courier and a woman with a parrot she can’t stand. Long
after it gets dark, Raaf finally arrives home, and his mother is back
on the scene.

Simply brilliant. A cathartic book that needs
to be experienced
DE VOLKSKRANT

Evelien De Vlieger interweaves a light adventure with an
underlying layer of darkness in a way that is quite extraordinary.
Raaf tries to insist that his mother is on a secret mission, but he
knows that’s not true. For a long time he manages to hide the
anxiety he feels about his mother, who disappears for periods but
always promises to come back. De Vlieger shows how the clever
boy, who is full of trivial facts, tries to deal with a world that is not
always predictable. Karst-Janneke Rogaar’s exceptionally
atmospheric drawings in deep blue make full use of light and
shadow, thereby reflecting the two components of Raaf’s journey.
An exciting road trip with deep undercurrents.

An intimate story that once again
demonstrates De Vlieger’s talent for
interweaving emotion and humour
LEESWIJZER

AUTHORS

Evelien De Vlieger  (b. 1969) is a writer and

translator. She creates fictional worlds that
feel familiar but are always unpredictable,
that captivate without being melodramatic.
She writes quirky stories set in the here and
now, with plenty of subtle humour. Her
oeuvre ranges from nonfiction and picture
books to stories for beginning readers and
YA novels. Photo © Iris Beeckman Karst-
Janneke Rogaar (b. 1975) is a Dutch artist

who illustrates children’s books, works with
all kinds of animation and drawing
techniques, designs prints for children’s
clothing, does live scenery drawing during
plays and makes animations. She draws
situations that children can identify with and
adds humour to the story in simple ways.
Photo © Marc Faasse

ORIGINAL TITLE Toen Raaf links afsloeg

(2023, Querido, 136 pp.)

AGE 9+

TRANSLATION RIGHTS  Luciënne van der

Leije - l.van.der.leije@singeluitgeverijen.nl

TRANSLATION GRANTS  Lien Devos -

lien.d@flandersliterature.be




	When Raaf Turned Left
	AUTHORS


