Amazement at everyday things

Just Look!

SEBASTIAAN VAN DONINCK & ELVIS
PEETERS

Slug tells Toad that something is about to happen, without saying exactly
what. Together they wait. While Slug enjoys watching the light mist lift, Toad
grows ever more impatient. Meanwhile there’s a lot to be seen: a colony of
ants transports a crumb, two sparrows fight over a berry and a bee dances
about in its search for nectar. But that’s not what Slug is waiting for, and she
urges Toad to keep looking. When the sun rises, it becomes clear to the reader
what Slug means: the rays of light shine through the leaves and create an
extraordinary light spectacle. Meanwhile Toad has become too agitated to be
able to enjoy the sparkling splendour. Slug heads off on her journey, still
dazzled by what she has just seen, and almost bumps into Toad. Ironically, it’s
now Toad who urges Slug to pay more attention.

DE MORGEN

The distilled text by Elvis Peeters almost allows the reader to hear the rustle
of the flowers and the sand. The illustrations by Van Doninck capitalize on
that; the dynamic pictures make the toad’s impatience tangible and the warm
colours almost let readers experience the sunlight for themselves. ‘Just Look!”
appeals to us to look around us, but even more importantly to want, to dare,

to see everyday miracles.
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Sebastiaan Van Doninck (b. 1979) is a master at

drawing animals with human characteristics,
capturing them on paper with humour and graceful
elegance. He works both digitally and traditionally,
tailoring his colours to the atmosphere of the story.
Van Doninck aims for a personal, honest style:
content and emotion come first. His pictures look
fresh and have a cheerful, rather nostalgic
atmosphere. But there’s always something lurking in
the shadows; his cheerfulness has a dark edge. He
knows exactly how to create a dazzling universe and
has been winning plaudits for it all over the world.
Photo © Patrick Verbeeck Writing duo Elvis

Peeters (b. 1957) writes fiction, poetry, scripts and
children’s books. They pour their social engagement
and activism into beautifully crafted and unique
narratives. In their novels, they succeed in addressing
fascinating moral issues through what appears to be a
simple story. In their picture books they’re able to
create maximum (poetic) effect with a minimum of
words. Photo © Siska Vandecasteele
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