GRAPHIC NOVELS

Human consciousness in comics
form

Sunday

OLIVIER SCHRAUWEN

A Sunday in 2017. Thibault Schrauwen, the author’s cousin, is
having an uneventful day: he wakes up, drinks coffee, checks his
email, is annoyed with his client Antoine, has a James Brown
song stuck in his head, masturbates, takes a bath, tries to read a
book and wonders when his girlfriend is coming home. And by

that time it’s still only ten in the morning.

Brilliant. An already great artist reaching
even greater heights
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‘Sunday’ follows Thibault from morning till midnight. For 472
pages, we follow every single one of his banal, uninteresting,
sometimes embarrassing and frequently irritating thoughts. From
this seemingly dull and unlikely premise, Olivier Schrauwen
manages to distil a brilliant graphic novel. While Thibault’s
thoughts keep churning, we see memories, hypothetical events, a
film, what the neighbours are up to, what little his friends are
doing and the escapades of the local wildlife. It’s the way all these
banalities are interwoven that makes this a true masterpiece.
Schrauwen slows things down to the point of unbearable, and in
doing so creates an intensely immersive experience, which,
despite the triviality that permeates everything, becomes truly

epic.

A new book by Schrauwen has become
something of a global occasion
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AUTHOR

Olivier Schrauwen (b. 1977) calls himself a
tinkerer. Since his award-winning debut,
Schrauwen’s work has achieved international
success, and the author has become
something of a phenomenon. He has a highly
confident style that teeters between fluid
naturalism and graphic abstraction.
Schrauwen's comics are consistently
surprising, while unraveling a mysterious
thread that binds all of his works together. Art
Spiegelman (of ‘Maus’ fame) referred to him
as ‘the most original cartoonist I've fallen onto
since Chris Ware or Ben Katchor'.
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