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Sparkling winter story full of
magic

Where is
Winter?
GERDA DENDOOVEN

On a cold winter’s day, the village wakes up under a blanket of
snow. All the children dash outside to make a snowman. Mika and
Pip, a couple without children, or a dog, or a cat, make a snow
child. Their special child is given a gravel mouth, a twig for a nose,
and pink and yellow buttons for eyes. Then something strange
happens: breath curls up out of its mouth. The child of ice and
snow comes to life, laughs and runs, and is given the name Winter.
The top shelf of the freezer becomes a bed.

In the spring, Winter has to stay indoors and gain strength in the
freezer. But that’s boring, so he secretly goes outside to play hide-
and-seek in the spring sunshine, and afterwards no one can find
him. Months later, at the spot where Winter melted, a beautiful
winter flower grows, with pink and yellow buds. And when snow
finally falls again, it brings the village hope of a new winter miracle.

There’s no question that Dendooven can
both draw and write. Sit back and enjoy this
total artwork.
JONG LITERAIR NEDERLAND

In short, rhythmical sentences and in delightful, poetic language,
Gerda Dendooven tells an optimistic and comforting story that
makes us feel what the arrival of a child means, how painful
parting can be, and how hope brings life. The sturdy characters so
typical of Dendooven have expressive, characterful faces with a
playful twist. The mischievous Winter, his stocky frame soft as
snow, and the lanky Mika and Pip in lemon-yellow and pink are
irresistibly loveable.

Warm narrative voice and authentic
drawing style
TROUW

AUTHOR

Gerda Dendooven (b. 1962) is highly

regarded both as an author and as an
illustrator. She often employs archetypes
and absurd humour. Dendooven’s pictures
are direct and emotional, sometimes almost
confrontational. Her characters are
distinctive and often almost like caricatures.
She creates a bizarre, imaginative world that
is funny and playful, but which can also be
disturbing and frightening. Unique and
intriguing: that is Gerda Dendooven’s
signature style. Photo © Rika Vanhove

ORIGINAL TITLE Waar is Winter? (2023,

Querido, 48 pp.)

FORMAT 267 x 202 mm

AGE 6+

TRANSLATION RIGHTS  Luciënne van der

Leije - l.van.der.leije@singeluitgeverijen.nl

TRANSLATION GRANTS  Elise

Vanoosthuyse - elise@flandersliterature.be


	Where is Winter?
	AUTHOR


