When is it too late to start again?

The Gap

YANNICK DANGRE

June 2023. Sixty-year-old cardiologist Charles Dumont is on the
point of boarding a flight to Naples. He has an appointment there
with his past. Thirty years ago his first wife, Sylviane, mother of
his daughter Claudia, disappeared without trace. In her farewell
letter she promised she would see him again three decades later

in Naples, where they spent their first holiday.

Without telling his family, Charles lands in Naples and by doing
so abruptly returns to days gone by. As he drags himself around in
the Italian heat and the moment of his assignation with Sylviane
approaches, he descends further and further into his past with
his ex. He wonders why he never told Claudia the truth about her
mother and why all those years ago he didn’t opt for that other

life. And, of course, whether Sylviana will actually show up.

LONDON LITERARY SCOUTING

In arich and expressive style reminiscent of Italian cinema,
Dangre focuses on a stormy relationship and examines the
destructive (or liberating?) urge to break away from your own
life. The novel explores themes including guilt, regret and
parenthood, while with every page the clock ticks down to the
eventual meeting on the Piazza del Plebiscito. “The Gap’
investigates the idea (or illusion?) of starting our lives over again

and asks what happens when the past catches up with us.
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AUTHOR

Yannick Dangre (b. 1987) writes prose and
poetry. He studied Dutch and French
literature, and made his debut with ‘Volcano
Fruit’ (2011), which won him the Debut Prize.
For his poetry he has been awarded the
Herman de Coninck Prize and nominated for
the C. Buddingh’ Prize. © Keke Keukelaar
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