When language slowly slips
away

Whiteout

RODERIK SIX

In the first part of this novel, M travels through a snowy landscape
to visit her father, who is living with dementia. In the mind of the
man who raised her single-handedly, nothing remains but noise.

Part two focuses on Iris, a young mother struggling with the
emptiness of early parenthood. Exhausted and dispirited, she
tries to tackle her depression by writing daily notes about her
feelings and the world around her.

HUMO

In the final part of the trilogy, we return to M, as she approaches
her final destination.

After completing doctoral research into meteorological
phenomena in the modern novel, M is working on the digitisation
of a literary archive. When aphasia starts to affect her memory
and speech, her words disappear one by one, and with them her
sense of self. She writes notes to herself with instructions on how
to maintain her stability in a world for which she no longer has any
words.

NRC

‘Whiteout' is a moving novel about the boundaries of language
and memory, and about the complex bond between parents and
children. With discerning observations and stylistic precision, Six
makes the melancholy of leave-taking tangible. As snow keeps
falling outside, both characters and readers are confronted with
their own mortality.
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Roderik Six (b. 1979) is an author and a literary
journalist and columnist. He has also published
numerous short stories in literary magazines at
home and abroad. His debut novel Flood struck
like lightening and was awarded, among others,
the ‘Bronzen Uil’ for the best Dutch language
debut. In Fall Six proves himself a master of
suggestion: his ironic narrative style and sparse,
subtle use of language create the perfect
atmosphere and tension. Photo © Studio
Edelweiss
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