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A layered poetry collection to
unravel slowly

Textiles

SARAH DE KONING

In ‘Textiles’ Sara de Koning weaves an intense and sensual poetic universe of
which language forms the beating heart. This award-winning debut collection
gives voice to a polyphonic choir of women: mistresses, daughters, mothers,
writers. Their voices reach each other through letters, telephone

conversations, diary entries and jottings.

The collection consists of fragmentary texts in which perspectives alternate
and overlap. Longing and loss, intimacy and distance, the yearning for
connection and the deficiency of words are central. De Koning’s style is
baroque and musical, a riotous flood of words full of play on sounds,
unexpected images and disconcerting metaphors. She experiments with
sentence structure and meaning, and her poetry requires attentive, slow
reading.

‘Textiles’ is composed of six interwoven parts, with references to literary
diaries and correspondence by, among others, Sylvia Plath. This creates a
layered textual fabric that does not immediately divulge itself but unfolds
further and further with rereading. A collection to immerse yourself in —
slowly, with the senses open and a readiness to follow the threads.

An overwhelming debut
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AUTHOR

Sarah de Koning (b. 1992) is a poet based in Ghent,
Belgium. She works at an independent bookshop, a
place that helps to feed her literary imagination. She
draws inspiration from poets such as Friederike
Mayrocker, Ariana Reines, F. Harmsen van Beek and
Charlotte Mutsaers. Her work has appeared in
Belgian and Dutch literary magazines including Het
Liegend Konijn and DIG (De Internet Gids). In
November 2025 she published her debut poetry
collection ‘Textiles’, which was shortlisted for the
2026 Herman de Coninck Prize for Poetry.
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