A powerful reflection on life and
death

The Trumpet of
the Dead

PAUL DEMETS

After Paul Demets debuted in 1999 with ‘The Parrot Disease’, he went on to
become a leading figure in Dutch-language poetry. With “The Trumpet of the
Dead’, he adds one of the most personal collections to an already impressive

and prolific poetic oeuvre.

CUTTING EDGE

In this collection, the poet reflects on the heart attack that nearly cost him his
life in 2015 and which, in his own words, marked the start of a second life.
The poems are divided into five cycles, each titled with a medical term,
reflecting the poet’s physical and existential exploration. Drawing on the
profound confrontation with his own mortality, Demets takes a fresh look at
himself, his surroundings and society. He allows humanity and nature, the
past, present and future to merge in rebellious poetry, resulting in a collection
that transcends its autobiographical origins. This is vintage Demets,

confirming his talents as a socially engaged, versatile poet.
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Paul Demets (b. 1966) teaches at the Royal Academy
for Fine Arts and the University of Ghent. He has
also worked as a poetry critic for De Morgen,
Cobra.be (VRT), Poéziekrant, Awater and De Lage
Landen. Currently, he writes reviews for De
Standaard. He is also working on a biography of the
poet Paul Snoek and a collection of poems for
younger readers. His most recent poetry collection,
‘The Shame Species’, was awarded the Grand Poetry
Prize in 2025. Photo © Stephan Vanfleteren
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