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On the growing gap between
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Over the past few years, hundreds of thousands of young people

all over the world have taken to the streets to demand more

democracy and social justice. The movement is diffuse and has

become known by various names: ‘los indignados’, ‘occupy’ or

simply ‘the 99 %’. According to philosopher Thomas Decreus,

these movements symbolize the essential principle of every

democracy: the constant resistance of the powerless against those

in power, or of the 99 % against the 1 %.

Decreus’ critical discussion of dominant
market thinking in our depoliticized society
is clever and provocative.
POLITIEK EN SAMENLEVING

With this bold claim, Decreus sets out to subject the current

political establishment to fierce criticism. He unmasks

representative democracy as in truth an aristocracy and points to

the incompatibility of the democratic ideal with the premises of

neoliberal policies and market thinking. Yet this essay is more

than merely a critique. It is an attempt to distil out of today’s

storms a new politics of hope.
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