A biting tragicomedy on modern
times

Fortunate
Slaves

TOM LANOYE

Two Belgian exiles, both called Tony Hanssen, are seeking
themselves in a world that has become too big and too chaotic for
everyone. In Buenos Aires, to pay off his debts, one of the Tony
Hanssens - a former cruise director on the most luxurious
pleasure boats in the world - is playing a dangerous game as toy
boy to the elderly wife of a filthy rich Chinaman. In South Africa,
a totally different Tony Hanssen — a runaway computer specialist
from a crashed merchant bank - breaks into a game reserve with

a precision rifle and war ammunition.
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One Tony is a loser with no illusions, the other Tony a high-
spirited nerd. Both are hoping for salvation. One wants his
freedom back, the other his family. It is not until they meet for
the first time, in yet another continent, that it turns out just how
much they will have to rely on one another to achieve their goals.
If they ever do achieve them.

‘Fortunate Slaves’ is out and out Lanoye: a pitch-black
tragicomedy with unforgettable characters and dialogues, an
ingenious plot and a virtuoso style.
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Tom Lanoye (b. 1958) is a literary one-man
business, and one of the most popular authors
in Flanders and the Netherlands. His theatre
work, novels, short stories, novellas, columns,
poetry and performances can only be
described as exceptional. He established his
reputation with the autobiographical coming
of age novel '‘Cardboard Boxes'. His novel
'‘Speechless' was shortlisted for the most
important literary prizes and won de Gouden
Uil Readers’ Prize. Photo © René Los
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