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A masterful modern chronicle of a
flawed family

We and Me

SASKIA DE COSTER

The reader lands in the midst of an upper-class world teeming with
dramas large and small, where love, truth and ambition are
regularly at odds.

The Vandersanden family live on top of a hill in Flanders. The
neurotic, aristocratic Mieke combs her carpets and keeps a close
eye on her family and neighbours. Her husband, the self-made man
Stefaan, has made a career for himself in a scandal-plagued
pharmaceutical company. Daughter Sarah, overprotected and
curious about real life, is trying to find a path for herself, but will
she fall prey to a major family secret or can she, on her own, break
the old pattern?

An impressive Bildungsroman. The story is
played out in her gorgeous language.

NRC HANDELSBLAD

‘We and Me’ is a brilliant, astute family novel, full of intriguing
characters sketched with great psychological insight and
compassion. The book takes the measure of the modern European,
and demonstrates the strength of family ties.

With her sublime, quirky pen, Saskia De Coster paints the tragic
and the comic in a novel that is as much a literary ‘Desperate
Housewives’ as a European answer to Jonathan Franzen’s

‘Freedonm’.

A bitterly angry and amusing novel. De
Coster places her protagonists on the
operating table and dissects them cold-
bloodedly.
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Saskia de Coster (b. 1976) is an artist,
playwright and regular participant in
television debates, but above all she the
author of a unique literary oeuvre. Her family
chronicle We and Me became a bestseller
and was nominated for just about every
Dutch-language book award there is. The
more personal and semi-

autobiographical Night Parents is an ode to
love and non-biological parenthood.
Characteristic of De Coster’s oeuvre are the
striking images and profound stories. Most of
her novels have been or are being translated.
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