A virtuoso blend of philosophy
and satire

Love, so to
speak

YVES PETRY

Alex Jespers, the author of a phenomenally successful novel, but
now past his prime, realises that he has an almost impossible job
on his hands trying to explain how, more than twenty years ago,
he got caught up in a love triangle with Jasper and Kristien
Fielinckx — a brother and sister who lost their parents in a car
accident when they were teenagers.

As an old friend with literary ambitions, Jasper feels attracted to
the long-suffering Alex, but his sister Kristien also wants
something from the homosexual writer, something other men are
evidently unable to offer her. Between brother and sister there
seems to be nothing but venom, as if they blame one another for
their parents' death.
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‘Love, So To Speak’ is a stylistic, inimitable dark game between
three characters in search of a foothold in a rocky life. Whether
love can offer them that is very much the question.

‘When | think back to the past, | see no light — at most the pattern
of will-o’-the-wisps we were to each other.
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Yves Petry (b. 1967) studied mathematics and
philosophy. He was awarded the BNG Literature
Prize for “The Straggler’ (De achterblijver,
2006), a novel about artificial intelligence and
human emotions. His disconcerting novel 'The
Virgin Marino' attracted a large readership and
won the prestigious Libris Literature Prize.
Photo © Stephan Vanfleteren

ORIGINAL TITLE Liefde bij wijze van
spreken (2015, De Bezige Bij, 284 pp.)

TRANSLATION RIGHTS Stella Rieck -
rieck@cossee.com

TRANSLATION GRANTS Marieke Roels -
marieke®@flandersliterature.be , Yannick Geens -
yannick@flandersliterature.be



