
CHILDREN'S AND YOUTH LITERATURE

An exotic quest with sharp edges

The Boy, the
Hornbill, the
Elephant, the
Tiger and the
Girl
CARLL CNEUT & PETER VERHELST

A boy is taken to a secret valley by the men of his village, where he
is to be initiated into everything a man needs to know. But when he
is alone in the valley, he hears terrifying noises coming from his
village. It turns out that no one has survived a herd of elephants
stampeding through his home. That includes his sister, who cannot
truly let go of the boy and her life until he has successfully
completed some trials of strength.

So beautiful that you often want to read
passages twice
FRIESCH DAGBLAD

Peter Verhelst has written an intriguing and enigmatic story about
a boy who goes through an initiation ritual, all by himself. But then
his real initiation begins: he has to learn to live alone. Fear,
courage, loss and death are the themes that emerge from Verhelst’s
poetic words. Carll Cneut complements the story with pictures
that show the beauty of nature and the insignificance of humans.
The setting and atmosphere are reflected in these illustrations,
which are wonderfully dense, allowing a ray of filtered light to slip
through here and there, just like in a real rainforest. This is a book
that calls for slow and attentive reading, so that you can immerse
yourself in this wonderful story with all of your senses.

Cneut's pictures are beauty itself
TZUM

AUTHORS

Carll Cneut (b. 1969) is one of Flanders’

leading illustrators. His illustrations are works
of art, each and every one, appealing to the
reader’s imagination and creativity. It is
barely possible to keep up with the awards
and accolades that Cneut has scooped. His
books have been sold in more than 35
countries. Photo © Niccoly Caranti  Peter
Verhelst (b. 1962) is a novelist, scriptwriter,

myth and theatre maker, poet and picture
book author all in one. His work has been
praised for its powerful images, the
sensuality and richness of its language and
the author’s unbridled imagination. Photo ©

Chris Ward
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