A poetic and enchanting fairy
tale

The Secret of
the
Nightingale’s
Throat

CARLL CNEUT & PETER VERHELST

Based on Hans Christian Andersen'’s classic fairy tale, ‘The Secret
of the Nightingale's Throat' is a literary retelling that will appeal to
readers of all ages. The perspective of the story alternates
between that of the Chinese emperor, who longs for the singing
of a nightingale in his palace gardens, and that of a little girl, who

lives in the trees and helps to make the emperor’'s wish come true.

We witness the emperor's search for a sound that is even more
perfect than the nightingale's. His scientists explore the secret of
the nightingale's throat and create a mechanical bird to replace
the real one.
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With his vivid language, beautiful imagery and original similes,
Peter Verhelst sheds new light on Andersen'’s tale and its central
reflections on the tension between nature and technology, power
and happiness. Carll Cneut's impressive paintings are more than
mere illustrations of Verhelst's text. They help to tell the story in
their own right. In the long line of illustrators who have made
pictures to accompany Andersen's tale, few have managed to
catch the emperor's despair as vividly as Cneut.

NRC HANDELSBLAD

FLANDERS
LITERATURE

K]
)
<
=
o
(&}
<

AUTHORS

Carll Cneut (b. 1969) is one of Flanders’ leading
illustrators. His illustrations are works of art,
each and every one, appealing to the reader’s
imagination and creativity. It is barely possible
to keep up with the awards and accolades that
Cneut has scooped. Photo © Niccoly

Caranti Peter Verhelst (b. 1962) is a novelist,
scriptwriter, myth and theatre maker, poet and
picture book author all in one. His work has been
praised for its powerful images and the
sensuality and richness of its language. Photo
© Chris Ward
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