GRAPHIC NOVELS

A tribute to the power of dreams

Sleepyheads

RANDALL CASAER

‘Sleepyheads’ is a poetic fable about a couple of dreamers who
dream another dream within their dream and then enter into that
dream, only to dream another dream, and so on. As the title
suggests, this book has a very meditative, dreamlike quality. Tt
reads like a long journey through the infinite world of the
imagination. At the beginning of the book, the story seems to
consist of short, individual anecdotes. As you read on, it becomes
clear that, in spite of the unexpected twists and turns, everything
forms a coherent whole in which the ideas flow together

seamlessly.

A poetic trip and an aesthetic shock that
makes your jaw drop

KNACK

The stylistic influences of Christophe Blain and Blutch are
clearly present in Randall Casaer’s work, but the exuberant
scribble technique of the ‘nouvelle bande dessinée a la flamande’
(new Flemish-style graphic novel) and the feather-light scenes
scattered almost casually throughout the book also demonstrate
his very individual touch. Colour is another important element of
this illustrator’s unique style: lots of soft shades with usually just
one dominant hue.

An unusual graphic temperament

TELERAMA

[]FLANDERS
LITERATURE

>

AUTHOR

Randall Casaer (b. 1967) would like his life to
resemble his graphic art: ‘graceful, light-
footed, poetic, funny, deceptively simple,
marked by virtuosity, open to magic and full of
compassion’. He made his graphic novel debut
in 2007 with Sleepyheads, in which he
explored the borders of fantasy, dream and
reality. It won him a Bronzen Adhemar as well
as the VPRO award for a first work. Casaer
also creates graphic poems, coaches stand-
up comedians, and illustrates picture books.
Photo © Stephan Vanfleteren

ORIGINAL TITLE Slaapkoppen (2007,
Oogachtend, 112 pp.)

FORMAT 210 x 260

PRIZES Bronzen Adhemar, VPRO Debut
Award

RIGHTS SOLD English (Blank Slate Books),
French (Casterman), Spanish (Sins Entido),
Italian (CommaZ22)

TRANSLATION RIGHTS Ann Jossart -
ann@oogachtend.be

TRANSLATION GRANTS Lien Devos -
lien.d@flandersliterature.be


https://www.flandersliterature.be/books-and-authors/book/sleepyheads

