GRAPHIC NOVELS

Four young people on a
rollercoaster ride of highs and
lows

ABBA Looking
for Frida

MAARTEN VANDE WIELE

Anneleen, in a drunken burst of enthusiasm, auditions for an ABBA
tribute band by voicemail. Together with Bert, Bavo and Astrid,
she forms the Honey Honeys - they perform at birthday parties
and cheesy song festivals at first, but find their way onto larger
stages before long. Anneleen and Bavo fall in love, and the tribute
band, too, is soon made up of two couples. As their success grows,
their lives start to run increasingly in parallel with those of the
original ABBA members, with all the associated drama.

Very refreshing and authentic

L'INDEPENDANT

Maarten Vande Wiele’s typical cartoon style is a perfect match for
this story about glamour and gloss. The simple design and the
bright and cheerful colours, which are evocative of the 1970s,
create a book that is nicely in keeping with the subject. Vande
Wiele’s unabashed love for ABBA leaps off the pages. For one thing,
he incorporates translated song lyrics into his dialogues - it’s up to
the reader to spot the many references.

Gives as much space to disco lights as to
loneliness
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Maarten Vande Wiele (b. 1977) works as an
illustrator, but his true passion is comic art.
His international career really took off with
his book Paris. Vande Wiele enthusiastically
incorporates his passion for fashion, soap
operas and the 1980s into his graphic novels.
The combination of strikingly stylised
drawings with a strong sense of humour
characterises his work. Photo © Maarten Vande
Wiele
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