GRAPHIC NOVELS

The mystical bond between
humans and nature

Narwhal
WIDE VERCNOCKE
The equipment manager at an athletics club was once a celebrated
javelin thrower – until his career came to an end following an
injury. He becomes completely withdrawn until a hurdler from his
club attracts his attention. She catches him spying on her in the
changing room and sees the tragedy of his fate. So she sends him to
a shaman who has also helped her to ‘see the light’. The shaman
wants to cure him of his physical and mental injuries by taking him
to the world of the narwhal.
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Wide Vercnocke is a true artist whose books are praised for the
poetry in both their words and pictures. He subtly builds up a story
in which, through the shaman’s sessions, the tragedy of the
equipment manager is connected to the iconic narwhal and its
spear-like tusk. Here, too, Vercnocke’s depiction is all about
physicality and rejecting absolute rationality. A surprising and
highly original story.

A book in which everything is just right.
The best comic book of 2016
DE GROENE AMSTERDAMMER

Wide Vercnocke (b. 1985) describes himself
as a ‘writer and illustrator of tearjerkers’. In
his work, he combines a fascinating drawing
style with abstract, poetic stories, always
based around physicality and an absurd
relationship. My Muse Lies on the Settee is
about Vercnocke’s bond with his couch,
while in his following book, Scar Tissue, the
protagonists are a stag and a young woman,
and in ‘Narwhal’ we follow the adventures of
a hurdler and an equipment manager at a
sports club. Photo © Athos Burez
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