GRAPHIC NOVELS

An amusing account of every
winter sports fan’s worst
nightmare

Tirol Inferno
ANNELIES VERBEKE & KLAAS
VERPLANCKE
One ski lift, forty unfortunate passengers, doomed to each other by
failing technology. The ski lift they all stepped into gets stuck. The
longer it goes on, the more the initially convivial atmosphere
becomes charged with irritation and incomprehension. An old
secret even causes things to come to blows.

AUTHORS

A delightful piece to read and look at, with
international allure
DE MORGEN

‘Tirol Inferno’ is a hilarious collaboration by two star talents.
Annelies Verbeke gives her imagination free rein in verse form and
Klaas Verplancke reveals himself as a modern kindred spirit of
Hieronymus Bosch. His illustrations are of surreal figures with
strange proportions that give them a slightly malevolent edge. This
is how Verbeke presents them too: they come across as marginal
figures on the edge of society.
Verplancke and Verbeke seem to egg each other on in the
imagination stakes. And at the end, another dimension is added to
‘Tirol inferno’. The humour is driven to a peak and, in an invisible
speech bubble, Verbeke and Verplancke offer a parody of the
sovereign power of the artist in modern society.
At a more abstract level, this story, taking place in the limited
confines of a ski lift, is about an unsympathetic society that
demands the artist to justify him- or herself. The result is a parable
you will not easily forget.

An original and funny book, bursting with
writing and drawing pleasure
DE STANDAARD

Annelies Verbeke (b. 1976) made her fiction
debut with the international bestseller Sleep!
in 2003. Her work has been published in
twenty countries and she has been awarded
with several literary prizes. She writes novels
and stories, but also columns, scripts,
theatre texts and a graphic novel. Keywords:
snappy, slightly absurdist, weirdoes and
nostalgia. Photo © Alex Salinas Klaas
Verplancke’s (b. 1964) oeuvre is diverse, but
always features a sense of humour that
ranges from gentle to sardonic, a poetic
imagination, a preference for the depiction of
abstract concepts and universal emotions,
and a quirky, surrealist view of the world.
Verplancke has won a Bologna Ragazzi
Award, was finalist in 2006 for the Hans
Christian Andersen Medal for Illustration and
has been nominated for the Astrid Lindgren
Memorial Award ten times in a row.
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