FICTION

A surrealistic story about the
search of two sisters for their
mother

Giant

ANNELIES VERBEKE

Two sisters, Hannah and Kim, were left by their mother under
dramatic circumstances twelve years ago. Since that time no one
has heard anything from her. Confronted with both professional
and romantic issues, the two sisters decide to rethink their lives
and leave for Australia. There they start on a suicidally inspired
journey, in the course of which they are able to locate their
mother, who is living with a group of Aboriginal women. They
are confronted, largely against their will, with the questions that
face them in their own lives.

Verbeke has the ability to evoke the fears
and doubts of someone imprisoned in the
void of modern life
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Annelies Verbeke succeeds in constructing an extraordinary
experience out of a tale that initially seems ordinary. Her
characters, whose story distantly recalls the exhausting escapade
of “Thelma and Louise’, are in one way familiar, yet in another
way they intrigue us by resolutely placing the meaning of their
lives in the balance and exploring the boundaries of their own

existence.

‘Giant’ is a story about the troubled self-awareness of two young
women in a world in which other people are unfathomable
strangers. Verbeke shows herself to be a skilful stylist with a
startling, very individual voice, that beckons the reader along in

an intriguing universe shaped by a female sensitivity.

Palpable magic: that’s Annelies Verbeke’s
trademark.

TROUW

Style: evocative, dazzling, every sentence a
delight.
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De opvolger van het succesvolle Slaap!

Annelies Verbeke

AUTHOR

Annelies Verbeke (b. 1976) is a leading figure
in Flemish literature. With translations in over
20 countries, her novel ‘Slaap’ is the most
widely translated Flemish debut of all time.
Her love of the short story form has made her
an advocate of the genre. In addition, she has
written columns, scripts, theatre texts, a
graphic novel and a children’s book. What
makes her characters so powerful is their
angular personality: they are familiar in their
ordinariness, but also have a dark and
unexpected side. Keywords: snappy, slightly
absurdist, wistful nostalgia with keen
observations. In 2022, she received the Ultima
for Literature (The Flemish state prize for
literature). Photo © Alex Salinas
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